
Strengthening the  

Home-School Connection 

Julie Ford- Point Road, School Counselor 

Jen Peirson- Markham Place, School Counselor 



Objectives 
• Focus on strengthening the home/school connection by 

supporting the social/emotional well-being of our 

students.   

• Brief overview of the HIB legislation and prevention 

initiatives at both schools.   

• Strategies for helping your child navigate peer 

relationships, technology, and bystander situations will 

be discussed 

 
***Disclaimer: Specific questions and concerns regarding current  

students can be addressed with each of the School Counselors  

individually via email, telephone or meeting.*** 



Overview of Presentation 

• Brief Review of 

Legislation 

• Initial Impressions 

• Overview of State and 

District Adjustments 

• District-Wide Prevention 

Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

• Typical Conflict vs. 

Bullying Behavior 

• Tool Kit and Strategies 

• Activity/Discussion 

Home-School 

Connection 

• Reporting Procedures 

and Resources 

 

 



New Jersey’s Anti-Bullying  

Bill of Rights Act 
• Provisions of the law took effect 9/1/11 

• Highlights of the bill include: 

1. Every school district must adopt a new 

harassment, intimidation and bullying policy 

to be in compliance with the bill by 9-1-11 

2. Every school district must appoint an Anti-

Bullying Coordinator.  Every school must have 

an Anti-Bullying Specialist and School Safety 

Team 

3. Every teacher must complete two hours of 

instruction in harassment, intimidation and 

bullying prevention 



 

Anti-Bullying Coordinator  

Mr. Dennis Morolda 

 

Point Road School Anti-

Bullying Specialist 

Julie Ford 

 

Substitutes 

Annamarie Clapp 

Jen Egidio 

 

School 

Safety 

Team 

 

Markham Place School Anti-

Bullying Specialist 

Jen Peirson 

 

Substitute 

Carissa Bavosi 

 

School 

Safety 

Team 



Harassment, Intimidation and 

Bullying is Defined as: 
Any gesture, any written, verbal, or physical act, or any electronic 

communication whether it be a single incident or series of incidents 

that: 

1. Reasonably perceived as being motivated by any actual or 

perceived distinguishing characteristic. 

2. Takes place on school property, at any school-sponsored function, 

on a school bus, or off school grounds that substantially 

disrupts or interferes with the orderly operation of the school 

or the rights of other pupils. 

3. A reasonable person should know that the act(s) will have the 

effect of physically or emotionally harming a pupil or their 

property, or placing the pupil in reasonable fear of physical or 

emotional harm. 

4. Has the effect of insulting or demeaning any pupil or group of 

pupils. 

5. Creates a hostile education environment for the pupil by 

interfering with a pupil’s education or by severely or pervasively 

causing physical or emotional harm. 



 

Initial Impressions and 

Overview of State and District Adjustments 

 
• Initial impressions and responses 

– How will and did this effect previous reporting procedures of 

incidents? 

– How will this effect the day to day functioning of our students, 

staff and parents? 

– What trainings are necessary to educate our community? 

– Community response to HIB legislation 

• Statewide individualized district plans in response          

to reporting procedure 

– School Safety Teams and Workshops 

– Focus on Prevention and Intervention 

• Best Practices for the Practical Implementation of the                  

Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act sponsored by DOE 

 

 



 Proactive District Wide 

Prevention Initiatives 
• Developmental designs-CPR 

– School rule creation 

• Pave a positive path 

• Bullying is disease, be the cure 

• Live life respectfully 

• School is a mountain, climb to its peak 

• Responsive classroom-Morning Meeting 

– School rule creation 

• Respect yourself and others 

• Demonstrate good manners, participate and do your best. 

• Take care of our environment. 

• Work as a team to succeed. 

• Developmentally appropriate consequences  

– (logical consequences, rest and return, loss of privilege) 

• Responsibility and ownership in an effort to learn from mistakes: 

– counseling, conflict mediation 



Proactive District Wide 

Prevention Initiatives 
• School safety teams 

• Pro-social groups 

• Respect week 

• Violence Awareness week 

• Assemblies 

• Service learning  

 



Typical Conflict Vs. Bullying 

Behavior 
• Students are expected to treat each other with 

respect.  There will be incidences when students 

make poor decisions in how they treat one 

another, but it does not rise to “bullying” as 

defined by the law. 

 

There are still consequences for poor  

behavior even if it does not meet the  

HIB definition of “bullying”. 

 



Typical Conflict  

vs.  

Bullying Behavior 

Typical Conflict Bullying Behavior 

Equal power Imbalance of power 

Occasional occurrence Repeated negative actions  

or covert actions 

Typically accidental Purposeful 

Typically non-threatening Threats of physical or emotional harm 

Attempts to hurt through humiliation and/or 

exclusion 

Equal emotional reaction Strong emotional reaction from target 

Little or no emotion from bully 

Typically not attention seeking or power seeking Attempt to gain power and control 

Remorse, takes responsibility for actions No remorse-blames target 

May manipulate situation 

Makes effort to solve the problem Denial of problem, no effort to help solve problem, 

may challenge authority by denying involvement or 

behaviors 



• Show an interest in your child and what they are doing on a 

regular basis. 

• Model positive behavior when talking to or talking about 

other people. 

• Talk to your children about responsibility and standing up 

for others. 

• Monitor the TV your child watches and reduce your child’s 

exposure to violence on TV, video games and computer 

games. 

• Ensure your child’s privacy and safety online.  Check online 

accounts with social media networks and check cell phones. 

• Supervise your child’s whereabouts and activities and know 

your child’s friends. 

• Involve your child in community activities. 

• Encourage your child to report any incidences directly to a 

trusted adult in the school as soon as they occur. 

• Utilize available community resources when needed. 

 

 

Bringing Out the Best in Children:  

Tips for Parents 



Activity and Discussion 

Technology/Social Media 

 
61% of teens feel confident that they know how to hide what they do online  

from parents and 71% of teens have actually done something to hide their online  

behavior (only 56% of parents are aware of this).  Source: McAffee; June 2012. 

 

• How closely do you monitor your child’s 
computer and/or cell phone use? 

• Are you confident your child understands 
appropriate use of social media?  Why or 
why not? 

• What strategies have you used to help your 
child navigate the digital world? 

 
 

 

 



Activity and Discussion 

Bystanders 

 
Bullying situations often take place in front of peers “88 percent of the time, according 

to one study. And yet kids who are bystanders intervene only 20 percent of the time. 

When they do step forward, however, they stop half the bullying they try to head off” 

(Bazelon; 2013). 

 

• Has your child ever told you about a peer interaction they 

have witnessed that made them feel uncomfortable? 

• How frequently, if at all, do you have conversations with 

your child about being a bystander? 

• What advice or strategies do you give your child to 

empower them to stand up for another child? 



Activity and Discussion 

Exploring the Law 

• Situation (1) 
– Several 2nd grade students continue to rough house on the playground.  The issue 

has been addressed by the classroom teacher and recess supervisor. One of the 
students involved informs his parent that other students were “hurting” him on the 
playground. The parent calls the school the following day. 

• Is this bullying behavior? If so, why? 

• As the parent of the accused/target/bystander what steps do you think the school should 
take in addressing the issue? 

• Situation (2) 
– A 8th grade student reports that while on Facebook the previous evening, she 

noticed that multiple students were commenting on a picture posted of another 
student using derogatory terms.  The information is quickly spreading through the 
school. 

• Is this bullying behavior? If so, why? 

• As the parent of the accused/target/bystander what steps do you think the school should 
take in addressing the issue? 

 

• Using the information provided do the incidents above meet the criteria for 
HIB? 

• Have you had a conversation about the bullying law with your child? What 
information do you believe is important from them to understand? 

• Is it clear to you what does and does not meet the criteria? 

 



Activity and Discussion 

Responding to your child’s peer 

interactions 

 
Think of a time in your head that your child has come home from school upset about something that 

happened that day with another child.   

 

• What was your initial reaction when the above scenario happened? 

• How do you determine the line between intervening and letting your child work 

through the problem on their own? 

• What advice or strategies have you given your child when someone hurt their 

feelings? 



Reporting Procedure 

Remember: You don’t always have to solve the problem for 

your child, but you can support them through the situation 

and often that requires help from the school. 

 

The first step is calling Ms. Ford or Ms. Peirson to talk 

about the situation and to collaboratively develop a plan. 

 

It is always helpful for us to have the specific facts  

of the situation (who, what, when, where). 



Web Based Resources 

District Policy 

Quick Facts for Parents About Bullying 

48 Hours Special: Words Can Kill (video) 

Stop Bullying 

Kids Against Bullying 

http://www.littlesilverschools.org/lss/Board of Education/Board Policies and Regulations/Policy 5512 HIB [1].pdf
http://www.education.com/static/ebook/education-com-bullying-ebook.pdf
http://www.education.com/static/ebook/education-com-bullying-ebook.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7381364n
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
http://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/

